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ITINERARY OF GENERAL WASHINGTON FROM JUNE 
15, 1775, TO DECEMBER 23, 1783. 

BT WILLIAM S. BAKER. 
(Continued from page 87.) 

1781. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1781. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " To-day at noon I 
received yours of the 2d in the morning by Major Eish- 
bourn, who has given me a full account of the unhappy 
and alarming defection of the Pennsylvania line." — Wash- 
ington to General Wayne. 

On the 1st of January (about nine o'clock at night) a mutiny broke out 
among the Pennsylvania troops, in winter-quarters on Kimball Hill, near 
Morristown, New Jersey. About thirteen hundred men paraded under arms, 
refused obedience to their officers, killed Captain Billings, mortally wounded 
Captain Talbot, and committed various outrages. On the following day 
the mutineers marched in a body towards Princeton with six field-pieces, 
avowing their intention to proceed to Philadelphia, to demand from Con- 
gress a redress of their grievances. General Wayne overtook them on their 
march, and obtained a formal statement of their claims, which were : That 
many soldiers had been detained beyond the term of their enlistment ; that 
the arrearages of pay and the depreciation had not been made up : and that 
they were suffering every privation for want of money and clothes. The 
matter was referred to the President of the Council of Pennsylvania, 
Joseph Reed, who, in conjunction with a committee appointed by Congress, 
consisting of General Sullivan, Mr. Witherspoon, and Mr. Mathews, made 
a satisfactory agreement with the soldiers at Trenton, January 11. Two 
emissaries or spies sent among them with overtures from Sir Henry Clinton 
were given up, tried by a court-martial, and executed. The whole affair 
resulted in the disbanding of a large part of the Pennsylvania line for the 
winter, but it was recruited in the spring to its original complement. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11. 

At West Point: A council of war held at General 
Heath's quarters, to consider what measures were necessary 
to be adopted with respect to the Pennsylvania line. 
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" January 11th. — Accounts were received from the southward that the 
American army in that quarter were in a most miserable condition, on ac- 
count of cloathing and provisions and that their sufferings were greater than 
those experienced by the main army." — Heath's Memoirs. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 15. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " I should have done 
myself the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of the letter 
you did me the favor to write on the 26th of December, at 
the moment of its receipt, had not some affairs of a very 
unusual nature, which are too recent and notorious to re- 
quire explanation, engaged my whole attention. I pray you 
now to be persuaded, that a sense of the patriotic exertions 
of yourself and the ladies who have furnished so handsome 
and useful a gratuity for the army, at so critical and severe 
a season, will not easily be effaced, and that the value of 
the donation will be greatly enhanced by a consideration of 
the hands by which it was made and presented." — Washing- 
ton to Mrs. Sarah Bache. 

Mrs. Sarah Bache, daughter of Br. Franklin, took a prominent part in 
carrying out the plans of an association of the ladies of Philadelphia, 
formed for the purpose of collecting contributions in aid of the soldiers. 
The " handsome and useful gratuity for the army" was a contribution of 
two thousand and five shirts, a practical application of funds and labor 
highly creditable to its members. The association was formed in the sum- 
mer of 1780, and on July 4, Mrs. Joseph Heed, then at the head of it, but 
•who died on the 18th of September following, wrote to Washington that 
" 200,580 dollars, and £625. 6. 8d. making the whole in paper money 800,634 
dollars," had been collected, and requesting directions how best to dispose of 
it. Of this sum, the Marquis de Lafayette contributed one hundred 
guineas in specie in the name of his wife, and the Countess de Luzerne six 
thousand dollars in paper. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22. 

At West Point : " His Excellency Gen. Washington, the 
Marquis de la Payette, and a number of French gentlemen, 
visited the Point." — Heath's Memoirs. 

Count Dumas, aide to General Rochambeau, one of the " French gentle- 
men" referred to by General Heath, has left us in his Memoirs an account 
of the return of the party to New Windsor : " After having visited the 
forts and reviewed the garrison, as the day was declining, and we were going 
to mount our horses, the General perceived that M. de la Fayette, in conse- 
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quence of his old wound [received at the battle of Brandy wine], was very- 
much fatigued. ' It will be better,' said he, ' to return by water ; the tide 
will assist us in ascending against the stream.' A boat was soon manned 
with good rowers, and we embarked. The cold became excessive ; we had 
to make our way between the large flakes of ice which the river brought 
down. A heavy snow and the obscurity of the night soon rendered the danger 
more imminent and the management of the boat, which filled with water, 
became increasingly difficult. We coasted the rocks which lined the right 
bank of the Hudson, between West Point and New Windsor, at the foot 
of which it is impossible to land. General Washington, perceiving that 
the master of the boat was very much alarmed, took the helm, saying, 
' Courage, my friends ; I am going to conduct you, since it is my duty to 
hold the helm.' After having with much difficulty made our way against 
the stream and the ice, we landed, and had to walk a league before we 
reached the head-quarters." 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : Orderly Book. — " The 
General returns his thanks to Major-Gen'l Howe for the 
judicious measures he pursued, and to the officers and men 
under his command, for the good conduct and alacrity with 
which they executed his orders, for suppressing the late 
mutiny in a part of the New Jersey line." 

On the evening of January 20 the New Jersey troops stationed at Pomp- 
ton, New Jersey, revolted, their demands being similar to those of the 
Pennsylvania line. By order of the commander-in-chief, a detachment 
consisting of five hundred rank and file, properly officered, from the Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire lines, under the command of 
Major-General Bobert Howe, marched on the 23d, and reached Pompton 
on the 27th. His instructions were to grant no terms while the revolted 
troops were with arms, and, if successful in compelling a surrender, to 
instantly execute a few of the most active leaders. The mutineers were 
disarmed, three of the ringleaders shot, and order restored. Washington 
himself went to Bingwood, ten miles north of Pompton, on the 26th, and 
remained until the 28th, when he returned to head-quarters. 

SUNDAY, PEBBUABY 4. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : " The measure adopted 
by Congress of appointing Ministers of War, Finance, and 
for Foreign Affairs, I think a very wise one. To give effi- 
cacy to it, proper characters will, no doubt, be chosen to 
conduct the business of these departments. ... I am 
pleased to hear that Maryland has acceded to the confedera- 
Vol. xv.— 10 
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tion, and that Virginia has relinquished her claim to the 
Land West of the Ohio." — Washington to General Sullivan. 

Maryland had steadily refused to ratify the " Articles of Confederation," 
adopted by Congress, November 15, 1777, until the conflicting claims of the 
Union and of the separate States to the crown-lands should be adjusted. 
This point was finally settled by the cession of the claiming States to the 
United States of all the unsettled and unappropriated lands for the benefit 
of the whole Union. The objection of Maryland having been removed by 
the settlement of this question, her delegates signed the " Articles of Con- 
federation" on the first day of March, 1781. By this act of Maryland, all 
the other States having previously ratified the Articles, they became the 
organic law of the Union, and on the 2d of March Congress assembled 
under the new powers. A few weeks prior to this date Congress had intro- 
duced a much-needed reform into the administration, by abolishing the sev- 
eral committees and boards of its members, on whom all the great executive 
duties had heretofore devolved. On January 10 an oflice for the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs was established, and on February 7 it was resolved : 
"That there be a superintendent of finance, a secretary of war, and a sec- 
retary of marine." On February 20, Eobert Morris was elected Superin- 
tendent of Finance; on the 27th, Maior-General Alexander McDougall, 
Secretary of Marine ; and on August 10, Robert R. Livingston, Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. The election for Secretary of War did not take place until 
October 30, when Major-General Benjamin Lincoln was elected. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor: "General [Daniel] 
Morgan's signal victory over Colonel Tarleton and the 
flower of the British army [battle of Cowpens, South Caro- 
lina, 17th January] reflects the highest honor upon our arms, 
and I hope will at least be attended with this advantage, 
that it will check the offensive operations of the enemy, until 
General Greene shall have collected a much more respecta- 
ble force than he had under his command by the last accounts 
from him." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " I have ordered a de- 
tachment to be made at this post, to rendezvous at Peeks- 
kill on the 19th instant, which, together with another to be 
formed at Morristown from the Jersey troops, will amount 
to about twelve hundred rank and file. The destination of 
this detachment is to act against the corps of the enemy 
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now in Virginia, in conjunction with the militia, and some 
ships from the fleet of the Chevalier Destouches, which he 
informs me sailed the 9th instant from Newport. You will 
take the command of this detachment, which you will in 
the first instance march by battalions towards Pompton, 
there to rendezvous and afterwards to proceed with all pos- 
sible despatch to the Head of Elk. . . . "When the object 
of the detachment is fulfilled (or unfortunately disappointed), 
you will return to this post with it by the same route, if cir- 
cumstances admit, and with as much expedition as possible." 
— Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

The object of this expedition was the capture of Arnold, who, having 
been made a brigadier-general in the British service, was then in Virginia, 
with a body of troops, engaged in predatory excursions, inflicting much 
injury by burning and pillage. The force from the French fleet at New- 
port, which was expected to support Lafayette, consisted of a ship of the 
line and two frigates under the command of M. de Tilly, who entered Chesa- 
peake Bay, but did not remain for fear of being blockaded. He therefore 
put to sea, and arrived at Newport a few days after the detachment had 
started. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " The flattering dis- 
tinction paid to the anniversary of my birth-day is an honor 
for which I dare not attempt to express ray gratitude. I 
confide in your excellency's sensibility to interpret my feel- 
ings for this, and for the obliging manner in which you are 
pleased to announce it." — Washington to Count de JRochambeau. 

"Newport, February 12, 1781. — Yesterday was the anniversary of your 
Excellency's birth day. We have put off celebrating that holiday till to- 
day, by reason of the Lord's day and we will celebrate it with the sole re- 
gret that your Excellency be not a "Witness of the effusion and gladness of 
our hearts." — Rochambeau to Washington. 

The celebration is said to have consisted of a parade of the French troops, 
the firing of a salute, and, in honor of the occasion, a suspension of further 
labors for the day. This is, probably, the earliest public recognition of 
Washington's birthday. It was held, as will be noted, according to the Old 
Style of computing the length of the year. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : "I have just received 
letters from the Count de Rochambeau and the Chevalier 
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Destouches, informing me of their intention to operate in 
the Chesapeake Bay with their whole fleet, and a detach- 
ment of eleven hundred French troops, grenadiers and 
chasseurs included. The Chevalier expects to sail the 5th 
of this month, so that you will arrive at the Head of Elk, 
before he appears in the Bay. ... I shall set out in the 
morning for Rhode Island, where I hope to arrive before 
the fleet sails, to level all difficulties and be in the way to 
improve circumstances." — Washington to the Marquis de La- 
fayette. 

" On the morning of the 2d of March, Gen. "Washington set out from 
New-Windsor, for Bhode-Island." — Heath's Memoirs. 

SUNDAY, MAKCH 4. 

At Hartford, Connecticut: "March fourth — D.[ies] 
Dom.[inicus]. General "Washington came with his aids 

Col. , Col. Tilgham [Tilghman], The Genl left an 

order for a General Court Martial for the trial of Alexander 
McDowell for desertion — set out for Newport — M. Gen. 
Howe with him. Col. Trumbull accompanied them to 
Lebanon." — Diary of Jonathan Trumbull. 

MONDAY, MAECH 6. 

At Lebanon, Connecticut: Reviews the Legion of the 
Duke de Lauzun, in quarters at Lebanon. 

TUESDAY, MAECH 6. 

At Newport, Rhode Island : " This day General "Washing- 
ton, who was expected, arrived about two o'clock. He first 
went [from the ferry at Jamestown, by the admiral's barge] 
to the Due de Bourgogne [the flag-ship], where all the gen- 
erals were. He then landed; all the troops were under 
arms ; I was presented to him. His face is handsome, noble 
and mild. He is tall (at least, five feet, eight inches). In 
the evening I was at supper with him. I mark, as a fortu- 
nate day, that in which I have been able to behold a man 
so truly great." — Diary of Claude Blanchard, Commissary of 
the French army, p. 93. 

" Washington landed at Barney's Ferry — the corner of the Long Wharf 
and Washington Street. The French troops formed a close line, three deep 
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on either side, from the ferry house up the Long Wharf and Washington 
Square to Clarke Street, where it turned at a right angle and continued to 
Kochambeau's head-quarters. The following night the town was illumi- 
nated. At that time the inhabitants were poverty stricken, and compara- 
tively few were able to take part in the joyful ceremony ; but that all should 
share in the honors paid so distinguished a visitor, the Town Council 
ordered that candles should be purchased, and given to all who were too 
much distressed, through continued losses, to purchase for themselves ; so 
that every house should show alight. The procession was led off by thirty 
boys, bearing candles fixed on staffs, followed by Gen. Washington, Count 
Rochambeau and the other officers, their aids and the procession of citizens. 
The night was clear, and there was not a breath to fan the torches. The 
brilliant procession marched through the principal streets, and then returned 
to the head-quarters. On reaching the door, Washington waited on the 
step until all the officers and their friends had entered the house; then, 
turning to the boys who had acted as torch-bearers he thanked them for 
their attention. This was glory enough for the young patriots." — Newport 
Illustrated, p. 36. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7. 

At Newport : Attends a ball given by the Count de 
Rochambeau, at Mrs. Cowley's Assembly Room, and opens 
it by request, his partner being Miss Margaret Charaplin, 
afterwards Mrs. Dr. Benjamin Mason. 

"The dance selected by his partner was 'A Successful Campaign,' then 
in high favor ; and the French officers took the instruments from the mu- 
sicians, and played while he danced the first figure with one of the most 
beautiful and fascinating of Newport's many belles." — Newport Illustrated, 
p. 44. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8. 

At Newport : Receives and answers an address from the 
inhabitants of Newport. Committee : Christopher Ellery, 
William Channing, William Taggart, and Solomon South- 
wick. 

" I found myself on duty all of last week. . . . add to this the arrival of 
the celebrated Washington the Atlas of your country. Our army received 
him with the marks of distinction due to his rank and to his personal quali- 
ties ; we had not eyes enough to see him with. Man is bom with a ten- 
dency to pride and the further he progresses in his career in an elevated rank 
the more his self love nourishes this vice in him but so far from this Wash- 
ington although born with every superior quality adds to them an imposing 
modesty which will always cause him to be admired by those who have the 
good fortune to see him ; as for esteem he has already drawn to himself that 
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of all Europe even in the heart of his enemies and ours ' tandem oculi 
nostri, videuntur honorem et virtutem.' " — Chevalier de Silly to Solomon 
Drowne, 15th March, 1781. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11. 

At Newport : " I informed you on the 8th in the evening, 
that the French fleet had put to sea. By advices from New- 
London, the British did the same yesterday morning with 
their whole force. They gave out publicly, that they were 
bound for the Chesapeake." — Washington to the Marquis de 
Lafayette. 

Washington remained at Newport until the 13th, and was the recipient 
of many attentions of a private character from the prominent inhabitants 
of the town. During his stay he was the guest of Count de Rochambeau, 
who occupied the house of "William Vernon, in New Lane, No. 302 (north- 
east corner of Mary and Clarke Streets), as his head-quarters. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13. 

Leaves Newport : Passes through Bristol, Rhode Island, 
and arrives at Providence in the evening. 

" March 13, 1781. — General "Washington passed through Bristol on his 
way to Providence. "When the news of his approach was received, a com- 
pany of inhabitants, mounted upon horseback, went down to the ferry to 
meet him, and to escort him to the village. Accompanied by his aids, he 
passed directly through the town, riding the entire length of Hope Street. 
As he passed State Street, a salute was fired in front of the Court House, 
which then stood in the middle of the street. "When he passed Bradford 
Street, the inhabitants, clad in their best apparel, stood upon either side of 
the street, being divided according to their sexes, and as he passed, showed 
their respect for him by strewing his path with flowers, evergreens, etc., 
accompanied with the highest marks of civility. "When "Washington 
reached the Bridge he turned to the inhabitants, and addressed them in 
brief but eloquent manner, returning the kindness and civility which had 
been shown him." — Munro's History of Bristol, p. 242. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14. 

At Providence, Ehode Island : Receives and answers an 
address from the inhabitants of the town, and in the even- 
ing attends a military ball. 

Count Dumas relates in his Memoirs the following interesting story of 
Washington's reception at Providence : " After having conferred with 
Count Rochambeau, as he [Washington] was leaving us to return to his 
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head-quarters near West Point, I received the welcome order to accom- 
pany him as far as Providence. We arrived there at night [March 13] ; 
the whole of the population had assembled from the suburbs, we were sur- 
rounded by a crowd of children carrying torches, reiterating the acclama- 
tions of the citizens ; all were eager to approach the person of him whom 
they called their father, 1 and pressed so closely around us that they hindered 
us from proceeding. General Washington was much affected, stopped a few 
moments, and pressing my hand, said, ' We may be beaten by the English ; 
it is the chance of war ; but behold an army which they can never con- 
quer.'" 

Both Irving and Bancroft refer to this incident as having occurred on 
the return, of Washington to head-quarters, after his first interview with 
Bochambeau, at Hartford, September 21, 1780, six months earlier in time. 
The text of Dumas in its connections is confusing, but it should be noted 
that his Memoirs were written late in life, when the memory of dates and 
places goes easily astray. 

THUBSDAY, MAECH 15. 

Leaves Providence : Early in the morning of the 15th, 
General "Washington and his suite continued their journey, 
being escorted a few miles from the town by a civil and 
military cavalcade. While in Providence he was entertained 
at the house of the Hon. Jabez Bowen. 

FBIDAY, MABOH 16. 

At Hartford, Connecticut : General "Washington arrived 
at Hartford on the evening of Friday, March 16. 

SATUBDAY, MABOH 17. 

At Hartford : " It would have afforded me the greatest 
pleasure, had I been able to extend my late visit to Newport, 
as far as Boston ; but the important operations, which may 
be expected at the southward, made it necessary for me to 
return as soon as possible to the North River." — Washing- 
ton to Governor Hancock. 

l The earliest application of the epithet "Father of his Country" to 
Washington, which has come to our knowledge, occurs in a German al- 
manac, the "Nord Americanische Calender," for the year 1779, printed at 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The frontispiece — of the full size of the page, 
small quarto, an emblematic design — presents in the upper portion of it a 
figure of Fame, with a trumpet in her right hand and in her left a medal- 
lion portrait, laureated, inscribed, " Waschington." From the trumpet 
proceed the words, " Des Landes Vater," — the Father op the Country. 
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" March seventeenth. Saturday — Dined at Mr. Piatt's with Gen. Wash- 
ington, and spent the afternoon — he came to my lodgings — communicated 
Mr. Southwick and Com. General's letters — conversed on various subjects." 
— Diary of Jonathan Trumbull. 

SUNDAY, MAKOH 18. 

Leaves Hartford : " Lord's Day — March eighteenth, Gen- 
eral Washington came on Friday night — went out this 
morning." — Diary of Jonathan Trumbull. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " March 20th. — In the 
afternoon, Gen. Washington arrived at head-quarters, at 
New- Windsor, from the eastward." — Heath's Memoirs. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor: "I returned to this 
place yesterday at noon. I did not prosecute my intention 
of visiting Springfield, as I wished not to be out of the line 
of communication from the southward, on account of the 
important intelligence which may be hourly expected from 
that quarter." — Washington to the President of Congress. 

" To the Expenditures on a journey to Rhode Island, on a visit to the 
French army. . . . 19,848£ Doll™ = To Specie Expenditures on this journey — 
p* My Mem m B* — where Paper w a not pass. . . . £68.12.0." — Washington's 
Accounts. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " I am much in- 
debted to you for announcing my election as a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. I feel my- 
self particularly honored by this relation to a society, whose 
efforts to promote useful knowledge will, I am persuaded, 
acquire them a high reputation in the literary world." — 
Washington to Joseph Willard. 

MONDAY, MARCH 26. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " The many remark- 
able interpositions of the divine government, in the hours 
of our deepest distress and darkness, have been too luminous 
to suffer me to doubt the happy issue of the present contest ; 
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but the period for its accomplishment may be too far distant 
for a person of my years, whose morning and evening hours, 
and every moment (unoccupied by business), pants for re- 
tirement, and for those domestic and rural enjoyments, 
which in my estimation far surpass the highest pageantry of 
this world." — Washington to General Armstrong. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : " I was last evening 
honored with your favor of the 19th instant by the Hermi- 
one, by way of Philadelphia, and with a duplicate from 
Newport. I am obliged by the minute detail you were 
pleased to give me of the action on the 16th instant, between 
the squadron of his Most Christian Majesty under your 
command, and that of the British under Admiral Arbuth- 
not." — Washington to the Chevalier Destouehes. 

The French squadron under the Chevalier Destouehes, with a detachment 
of troops, sailed from Newport for the Chesapeake on the 8th of March, to 
co-operate in the movement of Lafayette against Arnold. They were pur- 
sued by Admiral Arbuthnot and forced to an engagement, in which, 
though the honors of war were with the Prench, some of their vessels suf- 
fered so severely that they were obliged to return to Newport to repair 
damages. Arbuthnot made all speed to the Chesapeake, which he effect- 
ually blockaded. "Washington wrote to Colonel John Laurens, at Paris, 
under date of April 9 : " The failure of this expedition, which was most 
flattering in the commencement, is much to be regretted ; because a success- 
ful blow in that quarter would, in all probability, have given a decisive 
turn to our affairs in all the Southern States ; because it has been attended 
with considerable expense on our part, and much inconvenience to the State 
of Virginia, by the assembling of its militia ; because the world is disap- 
pointed at not seeing Arnold in Gibbets." 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4. 1 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " General Greene has 
had a general engagement with Lord Cornwallis [battle of 
Guilford Court-House, 15th March], from which, though he 
suffered a defeat, he might ultimately derive advantages, 
had his Lordship no prospect of fresh succours." — Washing- 
ton to General Lincoln. 

111 April 4th. — Gen. Washington visited West-Point." — Heath's Me- 
moirs. 
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The battle of Guilford Court-House, North Carolina, was one of the 
most sanguinary battles of the war ; and, although the enemy remained 
masters of the field, their army was too much shattered to resume offensive 
operations. After issuing a proclamation boasting of his victory, Cornwallis 
retired to Wilmington, from whence, on the 25th of April, he set out on 
his fatal march into Virginia. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 5. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " While we lament the 
miscarriage of an enterprise, which bid so fair for success, 
we must console ourselves in the thought of having done 
everything practicable to accomplish it. I am certain that 
the Chevalier Destouches exerted himself to the utmost to 
gain the Chesapeake. The point upon which the whole 
turned, the action with Admiral Arbuthnot, reflects honor 
upon the Chevalier and upon the marine of France. As 
matters have turned out, it is to be wished that you had not 
gone out of the Elk. But I never judge of the propriety 
of measures by after events. Your move to Annapolis, at 
the time you made it, was certainly judicious. ... I imagine 
the detachment will be upon its march this way before this 
reaches you." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " I have communicated 
to the general officers, at present with the army, my senti- 
ments on the subject; and they are unanimously of opinion, 
that the detachment under your command should proceed 
and join the southern army. . . . You will therefore im- 
mediately on receipt of this, turn the detachment to the 
southward." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

At the time of receiving this order Lafayette was at the Head of Elk, 
preparing to march back with his troops to the banks of the Hudson, in 
pursuance of his original instructions. He immediately turned southward, 
and when the detachment reached Baltimore, finding that the men were 
suffering for the want of suitable clothing, borrowed money on his own 
credit to supply the material. After being joined by General "Wayne 
(June 10), with about one thousand of the American line, the movements 
of Lafayette were so prudent and skilful that they contributed in no slight 
degree to the success of the campaign. 
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SUNDAY, APEIL 8. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : " Intelligence has been 
sent to me, by a gentleman living near the enemy's lines, 
who has an opportunity of knowing what passes among 
them, that four parties have been sent out with orders to 
take or assassinate your Excellency, Governor Clinton, my- 
self and a fourth person, whose name is not known." — 
Washington to Governor Livingston. 

"This kind of intelligence was not uncommon. It was probably some- 
times sent out through secret channels by the enemy, with the view of 
exciting alarm and vigilance at certain points, when they wished to draw 
attention away from others. It is certain, also, that plans were concerted for 
seizing the principal persons among the Americans. On one or two oc- 
casions Governor Livingston narrowly escaped. One of the spies, who 
came out with Sir Henry Clinton's proposition to the Pennsylvania mu- 
tineers, declared after he was taken, and repeated it at the time of his exe- 
cution, that he knew a party, who had formed a scheme to seize General 
Washington, and he pretended to reveal the manner in which they pro- 
posed to carry it into effect." — Sparks, VII. 472. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 26. 

At "West Point : " Gen. "Washington visited "West Point 
and Monsieur Beville, Quarter-Master of the French army 
at Newport." — Heath's Mem.oirs. 

MONDAY, APRIL 30. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " I am very sorry to 
hear of your loss. I am a little sorry to hear of my own ; 
but that which gives me most concern is, that you should 
go on board the enemy's vessels, and furnish them with re- 
freshments. It would have been a less painful circumstance 
to me to have heard, that in consequence of your non-com- 
pliance with their request, they had burnt my house and 
laid the plantation in ruins. You ought to have considered 
yourself as my representative, and should have reflected on 
the bad example of communicating with the enemy, and 
making a voluntary offer of refreshments to them with 
a view to prevent a conflagration." — Washington to Lund 
Washington. 
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During an expedition by General Phillips, up the Chesapeake Bay and 
its principal rivers, in the early part of April, one of his smaller vessels as- 
cended the Potomac and menaced Mount Vernon. Lund Washington, 
■who had charge of the estate, met the flag which the enemy sent on shore, 
and saved the property from ravage by furnishing the vessel with provisions. 
Washington's decided disapproval of this action is pretty conclusively con- 
veyed in the letter from which the above extract is made. Lund Wash- 
ington, manager of the Mount Vernon estate from 1760 to 1785, was a 
great-grandson of Lawrence Washington, brother of John Washington, the 
great-grandfather of General Washington ; this made them cousins in the 
third remove. He was born October 21, 1737, and died in July, 1796. His 
own plantation, " Hayfield," was about four miles from Mount Vernon. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9. 

At West Point : " "Went to the Posts at "West Point, and 
found by enquiry of General Heath that all the meal [meat ?] 
deposited in the advanced redoubts for contingent purposes 
would not, if served out, serve the army two days." — Wash- 
ington's Journal. 

On May 1, 1781, Washington began "A concise journal of military 
transactions," the original manuscript of which is preserved in the Library 
of the Department of State, at Washington, D.C. The journal ending 
November 5 was printed in the Magazine of American History for 1881, 
and from this our extracts are made. The following, from the prefatory 
note, exhibits in a striking manner the condition of the army at the time, 
and the prospects of the campaign: "Instead of having magazines filled 
with provisions, we have a scanty pittance scattered here and there in the 
different States — Instead of having our arsenals well supplied with military 
stores, they are poorly provided, and the workmen all leaving them — In- 
stead of having the various articles of Field equipage in readiness to deliver, 
the Quartermaster-General (as the denier resort, according to his acct.) is 
but now applying to the several States to provide these things for their 
troops respectively. Instead of having a regular system of transportation 
upon credit — or funds in the Quartermaster's hands to defray the contingent 
Expences of it, we have neither the one nor the other ; and all that business, 
or a great part of it being done by military Impress, we are daily and 
hourly oppressing the people, — souring their tempers, and alienating their 
affection — Instead of having the Regiments compleated to the new establish- 
ment (and which ought to have been so by the — of agreeable to the requi- 
sitions of Congress), scarce any state in the Union has, at this hour, an 
eighth part of its quota in the field — and little prospect, that I can see, of 
ever getting more than half. — In a word — instead of having everything in 
readiness to take the Field, we have nothing — and instead of having the 
prospect of a glorious offensive campaign before us, we have a bewildered 
and gloomy defensive one — unless we should receive a powerful aid of ships 
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— Land Troops — and money from our generous allies — & these, at present, 
are too contingent to build upon." 

FRIDAY, MAT 11. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " My public letters to 
Congress will have informed you of the situation of this 
army, and I have no scruple in giving it as my decided opn., 
that, unless a capital change takes place soon, it will be im- 
possible for me to maintain our Posts, and keep the army 
from dispersing." — Washington to General Sullivan. 

MONDAT, MAT 14. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : " I have had the honor 
of receiving your Excellency's letter of the 11th instant. 
Give me leave to congratulate you on your safe arrival, and 
your appointment to the command of his Most Christian 
Majesty's fleet and sea forces upon these coasts. ... I have 
appointed Monday, the 21st of this month, for the time of 
our interview at Weathersfield." — Washington to Count de 
Bairas. 

" Newport, May 11th. — I have the honor to announce to your Excellency 
my arrival at Boston, on the 6th of this month, in the frigate Concord ; 
the King having appointed me to the command of his squadron in these seas. 
I arrived here yesterday. The Count de Eochambeau has communicated to 
me the letter, which he had the honor to write to your Excellency, request- 
ing an interview. "When he shall receive your answer, we will conform to 
your decision. I am very impatient to have the honor of making an ac- 
quaintance with you, and to assure you that I have nothing so much at heart 
as to render myself serviceable to the King and to the United States." — 
Count de Barras to Washington. 

Count de Barras was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of Admiral de Ternay, which occurred at Newport, December 15, 1780. 
During the interval the command of the squadron had devolved on the 
Chevalier Destouches. 

TUESDAT, MAT 15. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " For the honor con- 
ferred on me by the President and Fellows of the Univer- 
sity of Yale College, by the degree of Doctor of Laws, my 
warmest thanks are offered ; and the polite manner, in which 
you are pleased to request my acceptance of this distin- 
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guished mark of their favor, demands my grateful acknowl- 
edgments." — Washington to Ezra Styles, President of Yale 
College. 

WEDNESDAY, MAT 16. 

At "West Point : " Went to the Posts at "West Point- 
received a particular acct. of the surprize of Colo Green & 
the loss we sustained." — Washington's Journal. 

Colonel Christopher Greene, of Rhode Island, in command of an outpost 
on the Croton Eiver, not far from Pine's Bridge, was surprised early in the 
morning of the 13th hy a band of Tories under Colonel Delancey. " They 
first attacked Col. Greene's and Major Flagg's quarters, and killed the Major 
when in bed. The Colonel being badly wounded in the house, was carried 
into the woods and barbarously murdered [Thacher]." Greene, in the 
words of Irving, was " a true soldier of the Revolution ; he had served at 
Lexington and Bunker's Hill ; followed Arnold through the Kennebec 
wilderness to Quebec ; fought under the walls of that city ; distinguished 
himself by his defence of Fort Mercer [Red Bank] on the Delaware, and by 
his kind treatment of his vanquished and wounded antagonist, Colonel 
Donop. How different the treatment experienced by him at the hands of 
his tory countrymen !" 

THURSDAY, MAY 17. 

At Head-quarters, E"ew Windsor : " The Count de 
Rochambeau having received despatches from the court of 
France by his son, the Viscount de Rochambeau, on the 6th 
instant, has requested an interview with me. I have ap- 
pointed the place of meeting at Weathersfield, on Monday 
next, for which purpose I shall set out hence to-morrow. I 
am in hopes, that we shall be able, from the intelligence re- 
ceived, to settle a definitive plan of the campaign." — Wash- 
ington to the President of Congress. 

At the Hartford conference (September 21, 1780) it had been decided to 
send a trusty messenger to the French court to hasten the despatch of rein- 
forcements, and the Viscount de Rochambeau', who was serving on the staff 
of his father, was selected for the mission. The viscount reached Boston 
on his return, May 6, bringing news of the sailing from Brest, on March 22, 
of the Count de Grasse with a strong squadron escorting a convoy of trans- 
ports, laden with supplies. All the restrictions imposed upon the Count de 
Rochambeau by De Sartine, the former Minister of Marine, had also been 
removed, the new ministry giving him full power to act as he thought best. 
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FRIDAY, MAT 18. 

Leaves New Windsor : " Set out this day for the Inter- 
view at Weathersfield with the Count de Rochambeau & 
Admiral Barras. — reached Morgans Tavern 43 miles from 
Fishkill Landing after dining at Colo. Vandebergs." — 
Washington's Journal. 

SATURDAY, MAY 19. 

At "Wethersfleld, Connecticut : " Breakfasted at Litchfield 
— dined at Farmington — & lodged at Weathersfield at the 
House of Joseph "Webb Esqr. (the Quarters wch were taken 
for me and my suit)." — Washington's Journal. 

"Hartford, May 29, 1781.— On Saturday the 19th inst. his excellency 
General Washington, accompanied by Gen. Knox, Gen. Du Portail, and 
their respective suites, arrived at Wethersfleld ; being escorted into town by 
a number of gentlemen from Hartford and Wethersfleld. As he dismounted 
at his quarters he was saluted by the discharge of thirteen cannon, by the 
corps of artillery, under the command of Cap. Frederick Bull. On Mon- 
day the 21st inst. his excellency the Count de Rochambeau, commanding 
the army of his most Christian Majesty at Newport, Gen. Chatteleu, and 
their suites, arrived at Wethersfleld. They were met at Hartford, by his 
excellency General Washington, the officers of the army, and a number of 
gentlemen, who accompanied them to Wethersfleld, where they were 
saluted with the discharge of cannon. Every mark of attention and polite- 
ness were shewn their excellencies, and the other gentlemen of the allied 
armies while attending the convention." — Connecticut Historical Collections, 
p. 55. 

SUNDAY, MAY 20. 

At "Wethersfleld : " Had a good deal of private conversa- 
tion with Gov* Trumbull who gave it to me as his opinion 
that if any important offensive operation should be under- 
taken he had little doubt of our obtaining Men & Provision 
adequate to our wants." — Washington's Journal. 

" Lord's Day, May twentieth. — Went with Capt. Fred. Bull in a car- 
riage to Wethersfeld — attended divine service with General Washington 
per tot diem. Mr. March preached. Mat. 7 : 3 — blessed are the poor of 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven." — Diary of Jonathan Trumbull. 

MONDAY, MAY 21. 

At "Wethersfleld : " The Count de Rochambeau with the 
Chevr de Chastellux arrived about noon — the appearance of 
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the British fleet (under Adml Arbuthnot) off Block Island 
prevented the attendance of the Count de Barras." — Wash- 
ington's Journal. 

TUESDAY, MAT 22. 

At "Wethersfield : " Fixed with Count de Roehambeau 
upon a plan of Campaign — in substance as follows — That 
the French Land force (except 200 men) should march so soon 
as the Squadron could sail for Boston — to the North River — 
& there, in conjunction with the American, to commence an 
operation against New York. ... or to extend our views to 
the Southward as circumstances and a naval superiority 
might render more necessary and eligable." — Washington's 
Journal. 

" Tuesday, twenty-second. Fair — dined with General "Washington, 
Roehambeau &c. at Stillman's.* — Diary of Jonathan Trumbull. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23. 

At "Wethersfield : " Count de Roehambeau set out on his 
return to Newport, while I prepared and forwarded dis- 
patches to the Governors of the four New England states 
calling upon them in earnest & pointed terms, to compleat 
their Continental Battalions for the Campaign." — Washing- 
ton's Journal. 

" Wednesday, twenty-third. Fair— dined at Colyer's with the Generals 
— supra public expense. Guards — Artillery." — Diary of Jonathan Trum- 
bull. 

THURSDAY, MAY 24. 

Leaves "Wethersfield : " Set out on my return to New 
"Windsor — dined at Farmington and lodged at Litchfield." 
— Washington's Journal. 

FRIDAY, MAY 25. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : " Breakfasted at Squire 
Cogswells — dined at Colo. Vandeburgs & reached head 
Quarters about sunset." — Washington's Journal. 

" To the Expence of a Journey to Weathersfleld for the purpose of an In- 
terview with the French Gen 1 . & Adm. . . . 8376J Doll". ... To Specie 
expended in this Trip. . . . JE35.18.0." — Washington's Accounts. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 26. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " Received a Letter 
from the Honble Jno. Laurens minister from the United 
States of America at the Court of Versailles — informing me 
that the sum of 6,000,000 of Livres was granted as a donation 
to this country — to be applied in part to the purchase of 
arms — cloaths — &c. for the American Troops and the bal- 
lance to my orders." — Washington's Journal. 

The provision of this donation, that the balance, after paying for the 
military articles purchased in Europe, should be subject to the order of the 
commander-in-chief, aroused the jealousy of Congress, the members of 
which were not satisfied that the head of the army should possess such an 
agent, in addition to his military power. But fortunately M. de la Luzerne 
discovered in Count de Vergennes's letter to him, that General Washington, 
" or some other person," was indicated. The knowledge of this fact quieted 
the anxieties of Congress and relieved Washington from a task which he 
had no desire to perform and which would have excited the jealousy of his 
enemies. Prior to this date, France had donated to the United States the 
sum of three millions of livres, making, with the six millions mentioned 
above, nine millions in all, or about one million eight hundred thousand 
dollars. 

EKIDAY, JUNE 15. 

At Head-quarters, New "Windsor : Issues an order, con- 
gratulating the army on the successes of the American arms 
under General Greene in South Carolina, reciting the forced 
evacuation of Camden by Lord Rawdon, the surrender of 
Orangeburgh to General Sumter, of Fort Mott to General 
Marion, and Fort Granby to Lieutenant-Colonel Lee ; and 
declaring these brilliant successes to be a presage that, with 
proper exertions, the enemy would soon be expelled from 
every part of the continent. 

MONDAY, JUNE 18. 

At Head-quarters, New Windsor : " Brigaded the Troops, 
and made an arrangement of the army, which is to march 
for the new Camp in three divisions— the 1st on Thursday 
the 21st.— the 2d on the 23d.— and the 3d on the 24th. inst." 
— Washington's Journal. 

" June 23d. — The army is now concentrated to a point in this place [near 
Peekskill], and encamped in two lines, and in the same regular order that 

Vol. xv. — 11 
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the troops usually form in a line of battle, occupying a very large extent of 
ground and covering fields of corn, grain and meadows. Our brigade is 
stationed on the left of the second line. The campaign is now about to be 
opened, and we expect in a few days that the French Army will form a 
junction with us to co-operate with our troops." — Thacher's Military 
Journal. 

MONDAY, JUNE 25. 

At Head-quarters, near Peekskill : " Joined the army at 
its Encampment at Peekskill — Mrs. Washington set out at 
the same time towards Virginia. . . . Had an interview with 
Govt. Clinton, Lieut. Govr Oourtlandt & Generals Schuyler 
& Tenhrook." — Washington's Journal. 

" The Van Cortlandt House, two miles east of Peekskill, erected in 1773, 
in the midst of one of the fine estates of that family, was occupied by 
Washington, for a brief space, as head-quarters." — Lossing's Field-Book, I. 
738. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 26. 

At Head-quarters, near Peekskill : Orderly Book. — " The 
Commander-in-Chief has the pleasure of announcing to the 
army the approach of the troops of his most Christian 
Majesty under the command of his Excellency Lieutenant- 
General Count de Koehambeau." 

THUESDAY, JUNE 28. 

At Head-quarters, near Peekskill : " I am extremely 
obliged to you for the assistance you have already afforded 
us in the article of flour. Without that aid, we should have 
been already distressed ; and I must confess to you, that I 
see no prospect of being supplied, but through your means, 
as, by the last letters from the President and Council of 
Pennsylvania, I could expect little or nothing from that 
quarter." — Washington to Robert Morris. 

" Not being prepared in my official character with funds or means of ac- 
complishing the supplies you need, I have written to General Schuyler and 
to Mr. Thomas Lowrey in New Jersey, requesting their immediate exer- 
tions to procure upon their own credit one thousand barrels of flour each, 
and send the same forward in parcels as fast as procured to camp, deliver- 
able to your Excellency's order ; and I have pledged myself to pay them in 
hard money for the costs and charges, within a month, six weeks, or two 
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months. I shall make it a point to procure the money, being determined 
never to make an engagement that cannot be fulfilled ; for if by any means 
I should fail in this respect, I will quit my office as useless from that 
moment." — Robert Morris to Washington, May 29. 

PBIDAY, JUNE 29. 

At Head-quarters, near Peekskill: "On the 29th [of 
June], I got on horseback to see some barracks which had 
been occupied by an American regiment during the winter ; 
my purpose was to establish a hospital there. On the road 
I met General Washington, who was going to review a part 
of his troops. He recognized me, stopped and invited me 
to dine with him at three o'clock. I repaired thither ; there 
were twenty-five covers used by some officers of the army 
and a lady to whom the house belonged in which the gen- 
eral lodged. "We dined under the tent. I was placed 
alongside of the general. One of his aides-de-camp did the 
honors. The table was served in the American style and 
pretty abundantly : vegetables, roast beef, lamb, chickens, 
salad dressed with nothing but vinegar, green peas, pud- 
dings and some pie, a kind of tart, greatly in use in Eng- 
land and among the Americans, all this being put upon the 
table at the same time. They gave us on the same plate 
beef, green peas, lamb, &c." — Diary of Claude Blanchard, p. 
115. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 30. 

At Head-quarters, near Peekskill : " In the fullest confi- 
dence I inform you, that I intend to make an attempt by 
surprise upon the enemy's posts on the north end of York 
Island on Monday night." — Washington to Governor Clinton. 

MONDAY, JULY 2. 

On the march to Valentine's Hill : " At three o'clock this 
morning I commenced my march with the Continental 
Army in order to cover the detached Troops — and improve 
any advantages which might be gained by them — made a 
small halt at the New bridge over Croton abt. 9 miles from 
Peekskill — another at the Church by Tarry Town till Dusk 
(9 miles more) and compleated the remaining part of the 
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mar[ch] in the night — arriving at Valentine's Hill (at Mile 
square) about sunrise. Our Baggage & Tents were left 
standing at the Camp at Peekskill." — Washington's Journal. 

TUESDAY, JULY 3. 

At Valentine's Hill : " I spent good part of the day in re- 
connoitering the Enemys works. — In the afternoon we retired 
to Valentine's Hill [four miles from Kings Bridge] & lay upon 
our arms — Duke Lauzen & Waterbury lay on the East side 
of the Brunx river on the East Chester road." — Washington's 
Journal. 

" Valentine's Hill, eight o'clock, p.m., 3 July, 1781. — The operations of 
this day are over, and I am sorry to say, that I have not had the happiness 
to succeed to my wishes, although I think very essential benefit will result to 
our future operations from the opportunity I have had, in a very full man- 
ner, to reconnoitre the position and works of the enemy on the north end of 
York Island. . . . The American army and the Legion of the Duke de 
Lauzun will march to-morrow to White Plains. If it will be convenient to 
you, I shall be happy to receive your Excellency with your troops at that 
place the day after to-morrow." — Washington to Count de Rochambeau. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4. 

Near Dobbs Ferry, Phillipsburg : " Marched & took a 
position a little to the left of Dobbs ferry & marked a Camp 
for the French Army upon our left. — Duke Lauzen marched 
to the White pin. & Waterbury to Horseneck." — Washing- 
ton's Journal. 

" North Castle, July 4th. — I arrived here with the first brigade yesterday 
at nine o'clock in the morning. The second brigade, by a forced march, 
joined me in the afternoon ; and we are now all together ready to execute 
your orders. I wait with the greatest impatience to hear from you and the 
Duke de Lauzun." — Rochambeau to Washington. 

THUESDAY, JULY 5. 

Visits the French army at North Castle : " General Wash- 
ington came to see M. de Rochambeau. Notified of his 
approach, we mounted our horses and went out to meet him. 
He received us with the affability which is natural to him 
and depicted on his countenance. He is a very fine looking 
man, but did not surprise me as much as I expected from 
the descriptions I had heard of him. His physiognomy is 
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noble in the highest degree, and his manners are those of 
one perfectly accustomed to society, quite a rare thing cer- 
tainly in America. He paid a visit to our camp, dined with 
us, and later we escorted him several miles on his return and 
took leave of him." — Diary of Baron Cromot du Bourg, Maga- 
zine of American History, IV. 

On the 6th of July the French troops broke camp at North Castle and 
marched to make a junction with the main body of the American army at 
Phillipsburg, twelve miles from Kings Bridge. The junction was made in 
the evening, on the grounds which had been marked out on the left of the 
American lines, the right of which rested on the Hudson, near Dobbs Perry. 
The line of the French army extended to the Brunx Biver, with a valley of 
considerable extent between the two armies. Washington made his head- 
quarters at the house of Joseph Appleby, the " Appleby Place," on the 
cross-road from Dobbs Perry to White Plains, and about three and a half 
miles from the ferry. The house, which was destroyed some years ago, 
stood on a little elevation, still called Washington's Hill. Bochambeau's 
quarters were at the Odell house, still standing, about a mile and a half 
east of the " Appleby Place." 

PEIDAY, JULY 6. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : Orderly Book. — " The 
Commander-in-chief with pleasure embraces the earliest 
public opportunity of expressing his thanks to his Excellency, 
the Count de Rochambeau, for the unremitting zeal with 
which he has prosecuted his march, in order to form the 
long wished-for junction between the French and American 
forces ; an event, which must afford the highest degree of 
pleasure to every friend of his country, and from which the 
happiest consequences are to be expected." 

SATUBDAY, JULY 7. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " Our army was drawn 
up in a line and reviewed by General Rochambeau, Com- 
mander in Chief of the French army, with his Excellency 
General "Washington, and other general officers." — Tkacher's 
Military Journal. 

SUNDAY, JULY 8. 

At Head -quarters, Phillipsburg : " In the afternoon of 
the 8th General Washington reviewed the two armies ; we 
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went first to the American army, which may have amounted 
to four thousand and some hundred men at the most. It 
seemed to me to be in as good order as possible for an army 
composed of men without uniforms and with narrow re- 
sources. The Rhode Island regiment, among others, is ex- 
tremely fine. "We went thence to the French army, which, 
though unpretending, has quite another style. The Ameri- 
cans admit it ; they all seemed to be delighted as well as 
their General." — Diary of Baron Cromot du Bourg. 

TUESDAY, JULY 10. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " Another review took 
place in presence of the French ambassador, from Phila- 
delphia, after which the French army passed a review in 
presence of the general officers of both armies." — Thacher's 
Military Journal. 

" The heat was excessive ; it was not moderated until the 10th hy a great 
rain which lasted all night and passed through all the tents. I dined that 
day at the intendant's [M. de Tarle] with General Washington. He was 
rather grave; it was said that there had been a little misunderstanding 
between him and General Kochambeau. General Washington's army was 
encamped near ours ; it was about 4000 men." — Diary of Claude Blanchard, 
p. 120. 

SATURDAY, JULY 14. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " I went with M. de 
Rochambeau to dine with General Lincoln, where also were 
General Washington, Messrs. de Viosmenil, de Chatelux 
and de Lauzun. There were conferences enough to give 
me the impression that within a very short time some move- 
ment will be made ; in fact at five o'clock in the afternoon 
M. de Rochambeau made his preparations for a march." — 
Diary of Baron Cromot du Bourg. 

" July 14th. — Near 5000 men being ordered to march for Kingsbridge, to 
cover and secure a reconnoitre of the Enemy's works on the No. end of 
York Island, Harlaem river, & the Sound, were prevented doing so by in- 
cessant rain." — Washington's Journal. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg: "I passed the North 
River with Count de Rochambeau — Genl. de Beville, his 
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Qr. Mr. Genl. & Genl. Duportail in order to reconnoitre the 
Enemy Posts and Encampments at the North end of York 
Island — and took an Escort of 150 Men from the Jersey 
Troops on the other side." — Washington's Journal. 

SATURDAY, JULY 21. 

On the march to Kings Bridge : " Again ordered abt. 5000 
men to be ready to march at 8 o'clock [in the evening], for 
the purpose of reconnoitering the enemy's Posts at Kings- 
bridge — and to cut off, if possible, such of Delaney's Corps 
as should be found without their lines. At the hour ap- 
pointed the march commenced in 4 columns on different 
roads. ... At Mile Square (Valentine's hill) the left col- 
umn of the American Troops and right of the French formed 
their junction, as did the left of the French also by mistake, 
as it was intended it should cross the Brunx by Garrineaus, 
& recross it at "William's bridge. — The whole Army (Par- 
son's division first) arrived at Kingsbridge [fourteen miles 
from New York] about daylight & formed on the heights 
back of Fort Independence — extending towards delaney's 
Mills." — Washington's Journal. 

SUNDAY, JULY 22. 

At Kings Bridge : " After having fixed upon the ground, 
& formed our line, I began, with General Bochambeau and 
the Engineers, to reconnoitre the enemy's position and 
works." — Washington's Journal. 

" "While near the enemy's lines, the army was drawn up in a line of battle, 
and General "Washington, General Eochambeau, and all the general officers 
and engineers, were employed in reconnoitering the different positions of 
the enemy's works in all directions." — Thacher's Military Journal. 

MONDAY, JULY 23. 

On the march to Phillipsburg : " "Went upon Frogs Neck 
to see what communication could be had with Long Isld, 
the Engineers attending with Instrumts, to measure the 
distance across, found it to be — yards. Having finished 
the reconnoitre without damage — a few harmless shot being 
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fired at us — we marched back about Six o'clock by the same 
road we went down & a reversed order of March, and ar- 
rived in Camp about Midnight." — Washington's Journal. 

" July 23. — At half-past five in the morning we mounted again to make 
a reconnoissance of a part of Long Island which is separated from the con- 
tinent by the Sound ; several vessels which were there fired upon us with- 
out doing us any harm. "We returned thence to Morrisania to examine 
again a part of the island on our way back. I need not mention the sang 
froid of General Washington, it is well known ; but this great man is a 
thousand times more noble and splendid at the head of his army than at any 
other time." — Diary of Baron Cromot du Bourg. 

On the 23d of July, "Washington and Kochambeau dined at the Van 
Oortlandt mansion, about one mile north of Kings Bridge. 

MONDAY, JULY 30. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " I think we have al- 
ready effected one part of the plan of the campaign settled 
at "Weathersfield ; that is, giving a substantial relief to the 
southern States, by obliging the enemy to recall a consider- 
able part of their force from thence. Our views must now 
be turned towards endeavouring to expel them totally from 
those States, if we find ourselves incompetent to the siege 
of New York." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

" August 4, 1781. — I have seen General Washington, that most singular 
man — the soul and support of one of the greatest revolutions that has ever 
happened, or can happen. . . . He is of tall and noble stature, well propor- 
tioned, a fine, cheerful, open countenance, a simple and modest carriage ; 
and his whole mien has something in it that interests the French, the 
Americans, and even enemies themselves in his favor. . . . He has ever, 
shown himself superior to fortune, and in the most trying adversity has dis- 
covered resources till then unknown ; and, as if his abilities only increased 
and dilated at the prospect of difficulty, he is never better supplied than 
when he seems destitute of every thing, nor have his arms ever been so fatal 
to his enemies, as at the very instant when they had thought they had 
crushed him for ever. ... In all these extensive states they consider him 
in the light of a beneficent God, dispensing peace and happiness around 
him. Old men, women and children, press about him when he accidentally 
passes along, and think themselves happy, once in their lives, to have seen 
him — they follow him through the towns with torches, and celebrate his 
arrival by public illuminations. The Americans, that cool and sedate peo- 
ple, who in the midst of their most trying difficulties, have attended only to 
the directions and impulses of plain method and common sense, are roused, 
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animated, and inflamed at the very mention of his name : and the first songs 
that sentiment or gratitude has dictated, have been to celebrate General 
"Washington." — Abbe Robin, one of the chaplains to the French army. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 6. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " The Commander in 
Chief, attended by a number of the General officers, recon- 
noitred towards King's Bridge, covered by strong detach- 
ments of cavalry and infantry." — Heath's Memoirs. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg: "Robt. Morris Esqr. 
Superintendant of Finance & Richd. Peters Esq. a member 
of the Board of "War, arrived at camp to fix with me the 
number of men necessary for the next campaign — and to 
make the consequent arrangements for their establishment 
and Support."— Washington's Journal. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " Received dispatches 
from the Count de Barras, announcing the intended depart- 
ure of the Count de Grasse from Cape Francois with be- 
tween 25 & 29 Sail of the line & 3200 land Troops on the 
3d Instant for Chesapeake bay. . . . Matters having now 
come to a crisis, and a decisive plan to be determined on — 
I was obliged, from the shortness of Count de Grasse's 
promised stay on this coast — the apparent disinclination in 
their naval officers to force the harbour of New York, and 
the feeble compliance of the States to my requisitions for 
men, hitherto, & little prospect of greater exertion in future, 
to give up all idea of attacking New York; & instead 
thereof to remove the French Troops & a detachment from 
the American Army to the Head of Elk, to be transported 
to Virginia for the purpose of cooperating with the force from 
the "West Indies against the Troops in that State." — Wash- 
ington's Journal 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " The Concorde frigate 
has arrived at Newport from Count de Grasse. He was to 
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leave St. Domingo the 3d of this month, with a fleet of be- 
tween twenty-five and twenty-nine sail of the line, and a 
considerable body of land forces. His destination is im- 
mediately for the Chesapeake; so that he will either be 
there by the time this reaches you, or you may look for him 
every moment." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " In the morning the 
regiment of Bourbonnais manoeuvred before General "Wash- 
ington who seemed well satisfied. In the afternoon he saw 
that of Deux Ponts which was no less successful." — Diary 
of Baron Oromot du Bourg. 

" August 16th. — Letters from the Marqs. de la Fayette & others, inform 
that Lord Cornwallis with the Troops from Hampton Eoad, had proceeded 
up York River & landed at York and Gloucester Towns where they were 
throwing up works on the 6th inst." — Washington's Journal. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17. 

At Head-quarters, Phillipsburg : " In consequence of the 
despatches received from your Excellency by the frigate La 
Concorde, it has been judged expedient to give up for the 
present the enterprise against New York, and turn our at- 
tention towards the south, with a view, if we should not be 
able to attempt Charleston itself, to recover and secure the 
States of Virginia, North Carolina, and the country of South 
Carolina and Georgia. We may add a further inducement 
for giving up the first-mentioned enterprise, which is the 
arrival of a reinforcement of near three thousand Hessian 
recruits. For this purpose we have determined to remove 
the whole of the French army, and as large a detachment 
of the American as can be spared, to the Chesapeake, to 
meet your Excellency there." — Washington to Count de Grasse. 

" The whole of the French army, with the two regiments of New Jersey, 
first regiment of New- York, Col. Hazen's regiment, Col. Olney's regiment 
of Rhode-Island, Col. Lamb's regiment of artillery, and the light troops 
under the command of Col. Scammel, were detached for the expedition 
against Lord Cornwallis, and the army under his command, at York-Town, 
in Virginia." — Heath's Memoirs. 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 19. 

Leaves Phillipsburg : " The want of Horses, or bad con- 
dition of them in the French Army delayed the March till 
this day. . . . Passed Sing Sing with the American column 
— The French column marched by the way of North castle 
Crompond & Pines bridge being near ten miles further." — 
Washington's Journal. 

"August 19th. — About noon, his Excellency Gen. Washington left the 
army, setting his face towards his native State, in full confidence, to use his 
own words, ' with a common blessing,' of capturing Lord Cornwallis and his 
army." — Heath's Memoirs. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 20. 

At King's Ferry : " The head of the Americans arrived 
at King's ferry about ten o'clock and immediately began to 
cross." — Washington's Journal. 

During the crossing of the allied armies at King's Ferry, Washington 
had his head-quarters at the Joshua Hett Smith house, about two and a half 
miles below Stony Point, the western landing of the ferry. The house, 
which possesses historical interest, from being the place at which Andre and 
Arnold had their meeting (September 22, 1780), is still standing. It is 
beautifully situated on the ridge of a hill which commands an extensive 
view of the Hudson. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21. 

At King's Ferry : " In the course of this day the whole 
of the American Troop, all their baggage, artillery & stores 
crossed the river." — Washington's Journal. 

" On the 21st. the [French] army left Northcastle. In the evening I re- 
ceived orders from the general [Rochambeau] to carry a letter to General 
Washington, who was already on the other side of the North river, where 
we also were beginning to form some establishments. The Americans were 
already much farther off than I had supposed ; I joined them nevertheless : 
General Washington was occupying Smith's house, famous owing to the 
fact that there Andre and Arnold had held their meeting. General Wash- 
ington was taking tea; I took it with him." — Diary of Claude Blanchard, 
p. 127. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22. 

At King's Ferry: "August 22d, 23d, 24th & 25th— 
Employed in transporting the French Army — its baggage 
and stores over the river." — Washington's Journal. 
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" August 22. — The troops arrived in quite good season at their camp [at 
King's Perry], which was pitched on the brow of a hill overlooking the 
North River. They remained there the 23d and 24th. During this 
time arrangements were made for the passage of the River by all the trains 
and troops, quite a difficult matter, there being but few boats. August 23. — 
As the Headquarters remained at Peskill [Peekskill], there being at King's 
Perry only the single house which belonged to the man who owns the 
Perry, M. de Rochambeau was not willing to pass so near West Point as 
nine miles, without seeing it. He left by boat at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing to visit it with General Washington and several officers." — Diary of 
Baron Cromot du Bourg. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24. 

At King's Ferry : " From the progress already made in 
our march towards the Chesapeake, it is estimated that the 
troops may arrive at the Head of Elk by the 8th of Septem- 
ber." — Washington to Count de Orasse. 

" On the 25th. I went myself to the spot [King's Ferry] and saw many 
of the troops and much baggage cross. General Washington was there ; 
they had provided a pavilion for him, from which he examined everything 
very attentively. He seemed, in this crossing, in the march of our troops 
towards the Chesapeake bay and in our reunion with M. de Grasse, to see a 
better destiny arise, when at this period of the war, exhausted, destitute of 
resources, he needed a great success which might revive courage and hope. 
He pressed my hand with much affection when he left us and crossed the 
river himself. It was about two o'clock. He then rejoined his army, 
which had commenced its march in the morning, as also the first division 
of our army." — Diary of Claude Blanchard. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 27. 

At Chatham, New Jersey : " I must entreat you, if possi- 
ble, to procure one month's pay in specie for the detach- 
ment, which I have under my command. Part of those 
troops have not been paid anything for a long time past, 
and have upon several occasions shown marks of great dis- 
content. The service they are going upon is disagreeable 
to the northern regiments; but I make no doubt that a 
douceur of a little hard money would put them in proper 
temper. . . . The American detachment will assemble in 
this neighborhood to-day ; the French army to-morrow." — 
Washington to Robert Morris. 
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" "When they arrived at Philadelphia, the Army discovered great discon- 
tent at not receiving certain arrears of pay long withheld from them. It 
was thought neither prudent or safe to proceed farther without making pay 
at least in part. Money was also wanted to hire vessels & other means to 
proceed down the Chesapeake Bay. The Treasury was empty — Congress 
had no means to raise the money — requisitions had heen voted in vain. In 
this exigency the vigorous exertions of the Hon. Robert Morris the Super- 
intendent of Finances, relieved their distress. He went out among his mer- 
cantile & other Friends, and borrowed on his own responsibility upwards 
of 30,000 Dollars which answered every purpose, and the Army soon ap- 
peared before York Town." — MS. of Elias Boudinot. 

Twenty thousand hard dollars of this amount was borrowed from Count 
de Eochambeau, which Mr. Morris engaged to replace by the 1st of October. 
The arrival of Colonel Laurens at Boston from his mission to France, on 
the 25th of August, with two millions and a half of livres, part of the 
donation of six millions, enabled the Superintendent of Finance to fulfil 
his engagement. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28. 

At New Brunswick, New Jersey : " Aug. 28. — To Expen- 
ditures on my March from y e White Plains, or Dobb's Ferry 
by y* way of King's ferry to Brunswick inclusive . . . 
£38.15.0." — Washington's Accounts. 

"WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

At Trenton, New Jersey : " September 1st. — Letters were 
received from Gen. Washington, dated at Trenton, the 29th 
ult." — Heath's Memoirs. 

" August 30th. — As our intentions could be concealed one march more 
(under the idea of Marching to Sandy hook, to facilitate the entrance of the 
French fleet within the Bay), the whole Army was put in motion in three 
Columns. ... I set out myself for Philadelphia to arrange matters there. . . . 
Arrived at Philadelphia to dinner and immediately hastened up all the ves- 
sels that could he procured — but finding them inadequate to the purpose of 
transporting both Troops and Stores, Count de Eochambeau and myself 
concluded it would be best to let the Troops march by land to the Head of 
Elk, & gave directions accordingly to all but the 2d York regiment, which 
was ordered (with its baggage) to come down in the Batteaux they had in 
charge to Christiana bridge." — Washington's Journal. 

THUESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

At Philadelphia : " On Thursday, the 30th of August, at 
one o'clock in the afternoon, his Excellency the Commander- 
in-chief of the American armies, accompanied by the Gen- 
erals Eochambeau and Chastellux, with their respective 
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Suites, arrived in this city. The General was received by 
the militia light horse in the suburbs, and escorted into the 
town ; he stopped at the City Tavern and received the visit 
of several gentlemen; from thence he proceeded to the 
house of the Superintendent of Finance [Robert Morris], 
where he now has his head quarters. About three o'clock 
he went up to the State House, and paid his respects to 
Congress. He then returned to the Superintendent's, where 
his Excellency the President of Congress [Thomas M'Kean] 
with the Generals before mentioned, General Knox, General 
Sullivan, and several other gentlemen, had the pleasure of 
dining with him. After dinner some vessels belonging to 
this port, and those lying in the stream, fired salutes to the 
different toasts which were drank. In the evening the city 
was illuminated, and his Excellency walked through some 
of the principal streets, attended by a numerous concourse 
of people, eagerly pressing to see their beloved General." — 
Pennsylvania Packet, September 1. 

" August 30th, 1781. — Went out to meet bis Excellency General "Wash- 
ington, who arrived in this city about one o'clock, amidst the universal ac- 
clamations of the citizens, who displayed every mark of joy on the occasion. 
His Excellency alighted at the City Tavern, received the compliments of 
many gentlemen, who went out to escort him, and of others who came there 
to pay him their respects, and then adjourned to my house [South Front 
Street] with his suit, Count de Rochambeau, the Chevalier Chastellux, Gen- 
eral Knox, General Moultrie, and others, to dinner. The owners of several 
ships in the harbor ordered them out into the stream, and fired salutes, 
whilst we drank, The United States, His Most Christian Majesty, His 
Catholic Majesty, The United Provinces, The Allied Armies, Count de 
Grasse's speedy arrival, &c &c." — Diary of Robert Morris, Diplomatic Cor- 
respondence, XI. 462. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2. 

At Philadelphia : " Should the retreat of Lord Cornwallis 
by water be cut off, I am persuaded you will do all in your 
power to prevent his escape by land. May that great felicity 
be reserved for you." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

"A certain warrior [Marquis de Lafayette] at the head of twelve or 
fifteen hundred men, has found means to keep his ground all this time in 
Virginia ; the impetuous Arnold, and the active Cornwallis, not daring to at- 
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tempt any thing against him. Tou will doubtless suppose, that this warrior 
is one of those men, whom long experience and brilliant successes, have ren- 
dered formidable to the enemy. This leader, I assure you, is a man of only 
twenty-four years of age, who has left the arms of an affectionate and ami- 
able wife, a residence among pleasures and high life, where his name, and 
an alliance with an illustrious family, opened a great way to the greatest 
dignities, to come to this country, and, under the American Eabius, defend 
the sacred cause of liberty, and learn to serve his king and country." — Abbe 
Robin. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 

At Philadelphia : " On Monday and Tuesday last the 
French army, under the command of his Excellency Count 
de Rochambeau, passed in review before his Excellency the 
President and the Honorable the Congress of the United 
States, at the State House in this city. The President was 
covered, his Excellency General Washington, Commander- 
in-Chief, the Count de Boehambeau, etc., stood on his left 
hand, uncovered." — Pennsylvania Packet, September 8. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4. 

At Philadelphia : " In the evening I repaired to the house 
of M. de la Luzerne [north side of Chestnut Street, between 
Sixth and Seventh Streets], who was giving a great dinner 
to the chief officer of the Congress, General "Washington, 
and the principal officers of our troops." — Diary of Claude 
Blanchard, p. 136. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 

Leaves Philadelphia: "The rear of the French army 
having reached Philadelphia, and the Americans having 
passed it, the stores having got up and every thing in a 
tolerable train here ; I left this city for the head of Elk to 
hasten the embarkation at that place, and on my way — (at 
Chester) — received the agreeable news of the safe arrival of 
the Count de Grasse in the Bay of Chesapeake with 28 
sail of the line and four frigates, with 3000 land Troops 
which were to be immediately debarked at Jamestown and 
form a junction with the American army under the com- 
mand of the Marquis de la Fayette." — Washington's Journal. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 

At Head of Elk, Maryland : " I have been honored Dy- 
vour Excellency's favor of the 2d instant, and do myself the 
pleasure to felicitate you on the happy arrival of so formid- 
able a fleet of his Most Christian Majesty in the Bay of 
Chesapeake under your Excellency's command." — Washing- 
ton to Count de Grasse. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7. 

At Head of Elk : " I shall set out for the theatre of action 
to-morrow, and hope to have the pleasure of communicating 
with you personally in a few days, and of making every ar- 
rangement, in conjunction with the admiral, which may be 
deemed necessary." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 

At Baltimore, Maryland : " General "Washington accom- 
panied by the Count Rochambeau, general Hand, major 
general baron Viomenil, brigadier general Chatelux and 
Gen. Clinton passed through town, the eighth September, 
most of the allied army going by water from Elkton to An- 
napolis. On this occasion the town was illuminated and an 
address from the citizens and inhabitants, was presented to 
the commander in chief, which he answered." — Annals of 
Baltimore. 

" Baltimore, September 11, 1781. — Last Saturday afternoon [September 
8] his excellency general Washington (accompanied by adjutant general 
Hand, and other officers of distinction) arrived at the Fountain-Inn, in this 
town, on his way to Virginia. His excellency was received in this vicinity, 
and escorted to his quarters, by Captain Moore's troop of light dragoons, 
where he was most respectfully complimented by a number of gentlemen. 
The Baltimore artillery companies gave his excellency a handsome salute, 
and the inhabitants in general, seemed to vie with each other in testifying 
their respect and affection for his person and character. In the evening 
every part of the town was elegantly illuminated. Very early the next 
morning his excellency (with his attendants) proceeded on his journey, the 
object of which is obvious, and, undoubtedly, of the last importance." — 
Pennsylvania Packet, September 18. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 

At Mount Vernon, Virginia : " September 9th — I reached 
my own Seat at Mount Vernon (distance 120 miles from the 
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H'd of Elk) where I staid till the 12th, and in three days 
afterwards — that is on the 14th — reached "Williamsburg." — 
Washington's Journal. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " "We are thus far on our way to you. 
The Count de Rochambeau has just arrived. General 
Chastellux will be here, and we propose, after resting to- 
morrow, to be at Fredericksburg on the night of the 12th. 
The 13th we shall reach E"ew Castle ; and the next day we 
expect to have the pleasure of seeing you at your encamp- 
ment [at Williamsburg]." — Washington to the Marquis de 
Lafayette. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon: "I intended on passing through 
Maryland, to have done myself the pleasure to have called 
on your excellency, but circumstances pressing upon me, as 
I advanced on my march, and time slipping too fast from 
me, I found a necessity of getting on with that rapidity as 
has obliged me to proceed without calling at Annapolis." — 
Washington to Governor Lee. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14. 

At Williamsburg, Virginia : " In the evening about four 
o'clock twenty-one pieces of cannon were fired on the arrival 
of his Excellency General George Washington. There was a 
universal joy amongst our officers and soldiers, especially 
the French troops, on his arrival." — Journal of Lieutenant 
William Feltman, Collections, Hist. Soc. of Penna., 1853. 

"Washington's head-quarters at Williamsburg were at the Wythe House, 
" a stately colonial mansion, fronting upon a long narrow common, called 
the Palace Green." The house, a large two-story brick building, is still 
standing ; it was the home of George Wythe, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, and sole Chancellor of Virginia for more 
than twenty years. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17. 

Visits Count de Grasse : " In company with the Count de 
Rochambeau, the Chevr Chastellux, Genls. Knox and Du- 
Vol. xv.— 12 
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portail, I set out for the interview with the Admiral, and 
arrived on board the Ville de Paris (off Cape Henry) the 
next day by noon, and having settled most points with him 
to my satisfaction except not obtaining an assurance of send- 
ing ships above York — and one that he could not continue 
his fleet on this station longer than the first of November, 
I embarked on board the Queen Charlotte (the vessel I went 
down in), but by hard blowing and contrary winds, did not 
reach "Williamsburg again till the 22d." — Washington's Jour- 
nal. 

" September 25th. — Admiral de Barras having joined the Count de Grasse 
with the Squadron and Transports from Rhode Island, and the latter with 
some Frigates heing sent to Baltimore for the remaind r of the French 
army, arrived this day at the usual port of debarkation above the College 
Creek, and began to land the Troops from them." — Washington's Journal. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28. 

On the march for Yorktowh : " Having debarked all the 
Troops and their Baggage — marched — and encamped them 
in Front of the city — and having with some difficulty ob- 
tained horses and waggons sufficient to move our field Artil- 
lery, Intrenching Tools — and such other articles as were 
indispensably necessary — we commenced our march for the 
Investiture of the Enemy at York. — The American Conti- 
nental, and French troops formed one column on the left — 
the first in advance — the Militia composed the right column. 
. . . About noon the head of each column arrived at its 
ground. . . . The line being formed all the Troops — officers 
& men — lay upon their arms during the night." — Washing- 
ton's Journal. 

" On the night of September 28, Washington and his staff bivouacked on 
the ground in the open air. He slept under a mulberry-tree, the root serv- 
ing for a pillow." — Irving, IV. 356. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 

Before Yorktown : " Moved the American Troop more to 
the right, and Encamped on the East side of Be[a]ver dam 
Creek, with a morass in front about cannon shot from the 
enemy's lines — Spent this day in reconnoitering the enemy's 
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position, & determining upon a plan of attack & approach 
which must be done without the assistance of shipping 
above the Town as the Admiral — (notwithstanding my 
earnest solicitation) declined hazarding any vessells on that 
station." — Washington's Journal. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBEK 30. 

Before Yorktown : " The enemy abandoned all their ex- 
terior works, & the position they had taken without the 
Town; & retired within their Interior works of defence 
in the course of last night — immediately upon which we 
possessed them & made those on our left (with a little alter- 
ation) very serviceable to us — "We also began two enclosed 
works on the right of Pidgeon Hill — between that & the 
ravine above More's Mill." — Washington's Journal. 

On the 30th the place was completely invested by the allied armies, their 
line extending in a semicircle at a distance of about a mile and a quarter 
from the British works, each wing resting upon the York Biver. The 
French occupied the left, the Americans the right, while Count de Grasse 
with his fleet remained in Lynn Haven Bay, to beat off any naval force 
which might come to the aid of Cornwallis. On the extreme left of the 
besieging army were the regiments of Gatinois (Boyal Auvergne), Tour- 
aine, and Agenois, under the Marquis de St.-Simon, and next to them 
were the light-infantry regiments of Saintonge, Soissonais, Boyal Deux- 
Ponts, and Bourbonnais, commanded by the Baron and Viscount Viomenil. 
The French artillery and the quarters of General "Washington and Count 
de Bochambeau occupied the centre ; and on the right, across a marsh, were 
the American artillery, under General Knox ; the Virginia, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania troops, under Steuben ; the New York, Bhode Island, and 
New Jersey troops, with sappers and miners, under General James Clinton ; 
the light infantry, under the Marquis de Lafayette; and the Virginia 
militia, under Governor Nelson. The quarters of General Lincoln were on 
the banks of Wormley's Creek, on the extreme right. During the siege 
the Americans and French, under Generals Choisy and Weedon and the 
Duke de Lauzun, blockaded Gloucester. 

MONDAY, OCTOBEE 1. 

Before Yorktown : " This afternoon, three o'clock his ex- 
cellency Gen'l Washington, Gen. Duportail and several 
other engineers crossed at the mill dam to take a view of 
the enemy's works. His excellency sent one of his Aides 
de Camp for Capt. Smith and his guard of fifty men to 
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march in front of his Excellency as a covering party, which 
we did, and went under cover of a hill, where we posted 
our guard, when his Excellency Gen'l "Washington and 
Gen'l Duportail with three men of our guard advanced 
within three hundred yards of the enemy's main works, 
which is the town of York." — Journal of Lieutenant William, 
Feltman. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6. 

Before Yorktown : " Before morning the Trenches were' 
in such forwardness as to cover the men from the enemy's 
fire — The work was executed with so much secresy & dis- 
patch that the enemy were, I believe, totally ignorant of our 
labor till the light of the morning discovered it to them." — 
Washington's Journal. 

" October 7th and 8th. — Was employed in compleating our Parallel — 
finishing the redoubts in them and establishing Batteries." — Washington's 
Journal. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9. 

Before Yorktown : " We erected a battery last night in 
front of our first parallel, without any annoyance from the 
enemy. Two or three of our batteries being now prepared 
to open on the town, his Excellency General Washington 
put the match to the first gun, and a furious discharge of 
cannon and mortars immediately followed, and Earl Corn- 
wallis has received his first Salutation." — Thaeher's Military 
Journal. 

" October 9th. — About 3 o'clock p.m. the French opened a battery on our 
extreme left of 4 sixteen pounders, and six Morters & Howitzers — and at 
5 o'clock an American battery of six 18s & 24s ; four Morters & 2 Howitzers 
began to play from the extremity of our right. — October 10th — The French 
opened two batteries on the left of our front parallel. . . . And the Ameri- 
cans two Batteries between those last mentioned & the one on our extreme 
right. — October 11th — The French opened two other batteries on the left of 
the parallel." — Washington's Journal. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12. 

Before Yorktown : " Began our second parallel within 
about 300 yards (and in some places less) of the enemy's 
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Knes — and got it so well advanced in the course of the 
night as to cover the men before morning." — Washington's 
Journal. 

" I cannot but acknowledge the infinite obligations I am under to His 
Excellency, the Count de Kochambeau, the Marquis St. Simon, command- 
ing the troops from the West Indies, the other general officers, and indeed 
the officers of every denomination in the French army, for the assistance 
which they afford me. The experience of many of those gentlemen, in the 
business before us, is of the utmost advantage in the present operation. 
And I am sensible it must give your Excellency and Congress the highest 
pleasure to know, that the greatest harmony prevails between the two 
armies. They seem actuated by one spirit, that of supporting the honor of 
the allied arms, and pushing their approaches with the utmost vigor." — 
Washington to the President of Congress, October 12. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14. 

Before Yorktown : " The day was spent in compleating 
our parallel and maturing the Batteries of the second paral- 
lel — the old batteries were principally directed against the 
abattis and salient angles of the enemy's advanced redoubts 
on their extreme right and left, to prepare them for the in- 
tended assault for which the necessary dispositions were 
made for attacking the two on the left, and, — At half after 
six in the evening both were carried — that on their left (on 
the Bank of the river) by the Americans, and the other by 
the French Troops. The Baron Viominel commanded the 
left attack & the Marq's de la Fayette, the right, on which 
the light Infantry were employed. . . . The bravery ex- 
hibited by the attacking Troops was emulous and praise- 
worthy — few cases have exhibited stronger proofs of Intri- 
pidity, coolness and firmness than were shown upon this 
occasion." — Washington's Journal. 

" During the assault, the British kept up an incessant firing of cannon 
and musketry from their whole line. His Excellency General Washington, 
Generals Lincoln and Knox, with their aids, having dismounted, were 
standing in an exposed situation waiting the result. Colonel Cobb, one of 
General Washington's aids, solicitous for his safety, said to his Excellency, 
' Sir, you are too much exposed here, had you not better step a little back ?' 
' Colonel Cobb,' replied his Excellency, ' if you are afraid, you have liberty 
to step back.' " — Thacher's Military Journal. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 15. 

Before Yorktown: "Busily employed in getting the 
Batteries of the second parallel compleated, and fixing on 
new ones contiguous to the Redoubts which were taken last 
night. — October 16th — About four o'clock this morning, the 
enemy made a Sortee upon our second parallel and spiked 
four French pieces of Artillery and two of ours, but the 
guards of the Trenches advancing quickly upon them, they 
retreated precipitately. . . . About 4 o'clock this afternoon 
the French opened two Batteries of 2 24s & four 16s each — 3 
pieces from the American grand battery were also opened the 
others not being ready. — October 17th — The French opened 
another Battery of four 24s & two 16s and a Morter Battery 
of 10 Morters and two Howitzers — The American grand 
Battery consisting of 12 twenty-four and eighteen prs, 4 
Morters and two Howitzers." — Washington's Journal. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBEE 17. 

Before Yorktown : " About ten o'clock the enemy beat 
a parley, and Lord Cornwallis proposed a cessation of Hos- 
tilities for 24 hours, that Commissioners might meet at the 
house of a Mr. Moore (in the rear of our first parallel) to 
settle terms for the Surrender of the Posts of York and 
Gloucester." — Washington's Journal. 

" October 18th. — The Commissioners met accordingly ; but the business 
was so procrastinated by those on their side (a Colo. Dundas & a Maj'r 
Ross) that Colo. Laurens & the Viscount de Noailles, who were appointed 
on our part could do no more than make the rough draft of the articles 
which were to be submitted for Lord Cornwallis' consideration." — Washing- 
ton's Journal. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19. 

Surrender of Yorktown : " In the morning early I had 
them [the articles of surrender] copied and sent word to 
Lord Cornwallis that I expected to have them signed at 11 
o'clock — and that the Garrison would march out at two 
o'clock — both of which were accordingly done." — Washing- 
ton's Journal. 
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" At about twelve o'clock, the combined army was arranged and drawn 
up in two lines extending more than a mile in length. The Americans 
were drawn up in a line on the right side of the road, and the French oc- 
cupied the left. At the head of the former the great American commander, 
mounted on his noble courser, took his station, attended by his aids. At the 
head of the latter was posted the excellent Count Rochambeau and his suite. 
... It was about two o'clock when the captive army advanced through 
the line formed for their reception. Every eye was prepared to gaze on 
Lord Cornwallis, the object of peculiar interest and solicitude ; but he dis- 
appointed our anxious expectations ; pretending indisposition, he made 
General O'Harra his substitute as the leader of his army. This officer was 
followed by the conquered troops in a slow and solemn step, with shouldered 
arms, colors cased and drums beating a British march. Having arrived at 
the head of the line, General O'Harra, elegantly mounted, advanced to his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, taking off his hat, and apologized for 
the non appearance of Earl Cornwallis. With his usual dignity and polite- 
ness his Excellency pointed to Major General Lincoln for directions, by 
whom the British army was conducted into a spacious field where it was in- 
tended they should ground their arms." — Thaeher's Military Journal. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20. 

Before Yorktown : Orderly Book. — " The General con- 
gratulates the army upon the glorious event of yesterday. 
. . . Divine service is to be performed to-morrow in the 
several brigades and divisions. The Commander-in-chief 
earnestly recommends, that the troops not on duty should 
universally attend, with that seriousness of deportment 
and gratitude of heart, which the recognition of such reiter- 
ated and astonishing interpositions of Providence demands 
of us." 

" The surrender of Yorktown produced, as may well be supposed, the 
greatest excitement throughout the continent. It was justly considered as 
decisive of the issue of the struggle. The successive steps in the transac- 
tion, beginning with the first movement of the combined armies from the 
vicinity of New York, and extending to the complete investment of the 
British camp at Yorktown, were taken with such rapidity, the combina- 
tions were so skilfully arranged, the result so speedily secured, that the 
imaginations of men were dazzled, and the hearts of the friends of the 
American cause were filled with rapturous admiration and gratitude. Dr. 
Franklin thus wrote to Washington from Paris, on receiving the intelli- 
gence : ' All the world agree, that no expedition was ever better planned or 
better executed. It has made a great addition to the military reputation 
you had already acquired, and heightens the glory that surrounds your 
name, and that must accompany it to our latest posterity.' " — Upham, 
II. 60. 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21. 

Visits Count de Grasse : " The prisoners began their 
march [to Winchester, Virginia, and Fort Frederick and 
Fredericktown, Maryland] & I set out for the Fleet to pay 
my respects & ofi'er my thanks to the Admiral for his im- 
portant services." — Washington's Journal. 

The whole number of prisoners, exclusive of seamen, amounted to seven 
thousand two hundred and forty-seven, of whom six thousand and thirty- 
nine were rank and file; six commissioned and twenty-eight non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates had previously been captured in the redoubts, or 
in the sortie from the garrison. The British loss during the siege, in killed, 
wounded, and missing, amounted to three hundred and fifty-three. The 
combined army to which Cornwallis surrendered was estimated at sixteen 
thousand, of whom seven thousand were French, five thousand five hun- 
dred Continentals, and three thousand five hundred militia. The loss in 
killed and wounded was two hundred and seventy-four. The land forces 
surrendered to General "Washington, and became prisoners to Congress ; 
but the seamen, ships, and naval equipments were assigned to the French 
admiral. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

Before Yorktown : Receives and answers an address from 
the president and professors of William and Mary College, 
Williamsburg. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

Before Yorktown : " Received a Letter from the Count 
de Grasse, declining the convoy he had engaged to give the 
detachment for Wilmington & assigning his reasons for it." 
— Washington's Journal. 

" At the Siege of York Town, the French Troops brought out by Count 
De Grasse [the regiments of Gatinois, Touraine, and Agenois], were abso- 
lutely necessary to compleat the Lines of circumvallation, and perfect the 
Siege. About 2 days before the Capture, the Count sent word to Genl. 
Washington that he should within 48 hours withdraw those Troops & that 
he must provide accordingly. This was in effect raising the Siege. Genl. 
Washington remonstrated ag« it in vain. He sent the Marquis la Fayette 
on Board the Fleet to dissuade Count de Grasse from so ruinous a measure. 
He obstinately persisted, and said his orders were positive & not discre- 
tionary. Gen 1 Washington finding that nothing but storming the Enemies 
lines would prevent the raising the Siege, and that would necessarily oc- 
casion the loss of great numbers on both sides, to avoid which he fell upon 
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the following expedient. He sent out Col Hamilton with some other offi- 
cers with a Flag of Truce, on some business. They were met half way by 
a number of british officers. They carried with them something to Eat & 
Drink. In conversation they mentioned to the british Officers, their Con- 
cern for them as Gent 8 & Soldiers. That the American Army had deter- 
mined to storm their Lines ; that the American Soldiery & Country People 
were so exasperated at the Conduct of the British to the Southward, that 
they could not answer for the Consequences, as they did not think they 
could be restrained by Authority & Discipline. That they knew Gen. 
Washington's humane Temper, and his wish to avoid the unnecessary 
shedding of blood. That in case of a Capitulation, the same Terms the 
british gave to our Troops at Charles Town, with the addition of the offi- 
cers wearing side arms & being immediately sent on their parole into New 
York, they believed might be obtained. That they did not wish their 
Names to be mentioned &c. &c. "Within a few Hours after their return 
proposals for surrendering on Terms were sent out and the Capitulation 
took Place. 1 Count de Grasse remained several Days (notwithstanding the 
positive nature of his orders) to enjoy the pleasure of the Surrender, the 
rejoicings &c. &c. General Washington then earnestly requested his land- 
ing a Body of American Troops near Eden Town in North Carolina, that 
the British in that Neighborhood might be surprised, but he obstinately 
refused tho he spent twice the time necessary for the purpose, doing nothing, 
before he left the coast." — MS. of Elias Boudinot. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

Leaves Yorktown : Arrives the same day at Eltham, 
thirty miles from Yorktown, and is present at the death of 
John Parke Oustis, the only son of Mrs. Washington. 

John Parke Custis, while on duty at Yorktown as an aide to the com- 
mander-in-chief, was seized with an attack of camp fever, and was removed 
to Eltham, New Kent County, for better attention. He left four young 
children, the two youngest of whom, Eleanor Parke and George Washing- 
ton Parke, were adopted by Washington. Eltham was the residence of 
Colonel Basset, who married a sister of Mrs. Washington. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 

At Fredericksburg, Virginia : Visits his mother, and in 
the evening attends a ball given by the citizens to the 
French and American officers. On the following day 

1 " When the Messenger brought the News of this Capitulation to Con- 
gress, it was necessary to furnish him with hard money for his Expenses. 
There was not a sufficiency in the Treasury to do it, and the Members of 
Congress, of whom I was one, each paid a Dollar to accomplish it." — MS. 
of Elias Boudinot. 
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Washington arrived at Mount Vernon, where he remained 
until the 20th. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 

At Mount Vernon : " If I should be deprived of the 
pleasure of a personal interview with you before your de- 
parture, permit me my dear Marquis to adopt this method 
of' making you a tender of my ardent Vows for a propitious 
voyage, a gracious reception from your Prince, an honor- 
able reward for your services, a happy meeting with your 
lady and friends, and a safe return in the spring." — Wash- 
ington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

As soon as the plan of an operation against Wilmington, North Carolina, 
was abandoned, in consequence of the French admiral declining to afford an 
escort to the troops, Lafayette resolved to return to France. The season 
being too far advanced to admit of any further active service till the next 
year, he was desirous of taking this opportunity to visit his family. With 
the approbation of General Washington he proceeded to Philadelphia, and 
Congress, by resolution of November 23, granted him permission of absence 
for such a period as he should think proper. The marquis sailed from Bos- 
ton, December 23, on board the " Alliance," and did not return to America 
during the war. 

FEIDAT, NOVEMBER 16. 

At Mount Vernon : " I shall remain but a few days here, 
and shall proceed to Philadelphia, when I shall attempt to 
stimulate Congress to the best improvement of our late suc- 
cess, by taking the most vigorous and effectual measures to 
be ready for an early and decisive campaign the next year. 
My greatest fear is, that Congress, viewing this stroke in 
too important a point of light, may think our work too 
nearly closed, and will fall into a state of languor and re- 
laxation." — Washington to General Greene. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20. 

At Alexandria, Virginia : Receives and answers an address 
from "William Ramsay and others, inhabitants of the city. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

At Annapolis, Maryland : " The general's arrival [at An- 
napolis] was announced by the discharge of cannon, and he 
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was accompanied to his excellency the governor's [Thomas 
Sim Lee], by the honest acclamations of the whigs ; a few 
tories, to expiate their crimes, and shuffle off this oppro- 
brium of their characters, feebly joined in applauding the 
man, whose late successes had annihilated their hopes, and 
whose conduct is a satire on their principles. The presi- 
dent of the senate [George Plater], speaker of the house of 
delegates [Thomas Cockey Dey], members of the general 
assembly and council, and many respectable citizens hastened 
to offer their tribute of affection, which was richly repaid 
by the engaging frankness and affectionate politeness of the 
reception. The evening was spent at the governor's elegant 
and hospitable board with festive joy, enlivened by good 
humour, wit and beauty." — Pennsylvania Packet, December 
6, 1781. 

" When the citizens received the pleasing intimation of his excellency's 
intentions to honour them with his presence, all business ceased, and every 
consideration gave way to their impatience to behold their benefactor, and 
the deliverer of his country. On his appearance in the streets, people of 
every rank and every age eagerly pressed forward to feed their eyes with 
gazing on the man, to whom, under providence, and the generous aid of our 
great and good ally, they owed their present security, and their hopes of 
future liberty and peace : the courteous affability with which he returned 
their salutes, lighted up ineffable joy in every countenance, and diffused the 
most animated gratitude through every breast. 

" You would have thought the very windows spoke, 
So many greedy looks of young and old 
Through casements darted their desiring eyes 
Upon his visage ; and that all the walls, 
With painted imagery, had said at once, 
God save thee, WASHINGTON." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22. 

At Annapolis : " Ou the next day [November 22] the 
general was so obliging as to partake of a public dinner 
directed by the legislature, as a mark of their respect, and 
to render the participation of his company as universal as 
possible. In the evening the city was beautifully illumi- 
nated, and an assembly prepared for the ladies, to afford 
them an opportunity of beholding their friend, and thank- 
ing their protector with their smiles. His excellency, to 
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gratify the wishes of the fair, crowned the entertainment 
with his presence, and with graceful dignity and familiar 
ease so framed his looks, his gestures, and his words, that 
every heart o'erfiowed with gratitude and love, and every 
tongue grew wanton in his praise. When he retired from 
the assembly, this was the universal language : 

" ' Unrivard and unmateh'd shall be his fame, 
And his own laurels shade his envied name.' " 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23. 

Leaves Annapolis : " Annapolis, November 24. — On Fri- 
day last our illustrious and beloved commander in chief 
left the city, attended by innumerable prayers for his health, 
safety and happiness." — Pennsylvania Packet, December 6, 
1781. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24. 

At Baltimore : " On Friday evening last [November 23] 
his Excellency General Washington and his Lady arrived 
here [Baltimore] from Virginia, and the next morning set 
out for Philadelphia." — Maryland Journal, November 27. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 

At Philadelphia : " Last Monday [afternoon] arrived in 
this city [Philadelphia] His Excellency General Washing- 
ton, our victorious and illustrious commander in chief, with 
his Lady. All panegyrick is vain and language too feeble 
to express our ideas of his greatness. May the crown of 
glory he has placed on the brow of the genius of America, 
shine with untarnished radiance and lustre, and in the 
brightness of its rays be distinctly seen — Washington, the 
Saviotjb of his Countky !" — Pennsylvania Journal, Novem- 
ber 28. 

Washington remained in Philadelphia until March 22, 1782, during 
which time he made his head-quarters at the house of Benjamin Chew, No. 
110 South Third Street, between Walnut and Spruce Streets. The " Chew 
House" had previously been occupied by Don Juan de Marailles, the re- 
puted Spanish ambassador, who died (April 28, 1780), at the Morristown 
head-quarters, while on a visit to the commander-in-chief. Richard Peters, 
who was present at an entertainment given by Marailles in 1779, designates 
it as "Mr. Chew's fine house on South Third Street," and says, on that 
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occasion, " the spacious gardens were superbly decorated with variegated 
lamps, and the edifice itself was in a blaze of light." The " Chew House," 
which was immediately north of the " Powel House," referred to in the 
Itinerary, January 6, 1779, was taken down about 1830. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " Congress being in- 
formed of the arrival of gen. Washington in this city: 
Ordered, That he have an audience in Congress to-morrow 
at one o'clock." — Journal of Congress. 

On the evening of November 27, Charles Willson Peale exhibited at his 
house, southwest corner of Third and Lombard Streets, a number of trans- 
parent scenes, designed and executed by himself, for the purpose of cele- 
brating the arrival of the commander-in-chief. " During the whole evening 
the people were flocking from all parts of the town to obtain a sight of the 
beautiful expressions of Mr. Peale's respect and gratitude to the conquering 
Hero." The following is a description of some of the paintings: "At the 
lower window, a ship with the British colours below the French, and the 
word Cornwallis on the stern, emblematical, that by the assistance of 
the French fleet, Oornwallis was captured. At the middle window, above, 
the portraits of his Excellency General Washington and Count de Rocham- 
beau, with rays of glory and interlaced civic crowns over their heads, 
framed with palm and laurel branches, and the words in transparent letters, 
Shine Valiant Chiefs ; the whole encircled with stars and flowers de 
luce." — Pennsylvania Packet, December 4, 1781. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia: Attends Congress ac- 
cording to order, and, being introduced by two members, 
receives and answers an address from the president, John 
Hanson. Receives and answers, the same day, an address 
from the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : Is waited on by Fred- 
erick A. Muhlenberg, Speaker, and several members of the 
House of Assembly of Pennsylvania, who present him with 
an address, which he answers. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : Receives and answers an 
address from the trustees and faculty of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " On Tuesday evening 
of the 11th inst. his excellency the minister of France, who 
embraces every opportunity to manifest his respect to the 
worthies of America, and politeness to its inhabitants, enter- 
tained his excellency general "Washington, and his lady, the 
lady of general Greene, and a very polite circle of the gen- 
tlemen and ladies, with an elegant Concert, in which an 
Oratorio, composed & set to music by a gentleman whose 
taste in the polite arts is well known, was introduced, and 
afforded the most sensible pleasure." — Freeman's Journal, 
December 19. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia: Receives and answers 
an address from the magistrates of the city of Philadelphia. 

" December 19, 1781. — Spent the evening at Mr. Barges. My son Robert 
[having] been on a Hunt at Erankford says that His Excel'y Gen. Wash- 
ington was there." — MS. Journal of Jacob Hiltzkeimer of Philadelphia. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia: Receives and answers 
an address from the vice-president and officers of the 
American Philosophical Society. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 80. 

At Head-quarters, Philadelphia : " You have enhanced 
the value of the trophies, with which Congress have been 
pleased to honor me in their resolve of the 29th of October, 
by the polite and affectionate manner of presenting them." 
— Washington to General Lincoln. 

As Secretary of War it devolved on General Lincoln to present to the 
commander-in-chief two stands of colors taken at Yorktown, which had 
been assigned to him by Congress : " Resolved, That two stands of colours 
taken from the British army under the capitulation of York, be presented 
to his excellency general Washington, in the name of the United States in 
Congress assembled." — Journal of Congress, October 29, 1781. 

(To be continued.) 



